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“Dally Mal, Saturday, March 10, 2

T must have sounded like a-sure-
fire vote winner when it was first
presented to politicians in search
| of snappy slogans. Surely nobody
could object to a pledge by Aber-
ddeen’s newlty-elicted' Léb Demy/ )
SNP administration to plant'A Tree - -

Bemeyely Oltizen as part of a major 1o14,of foe dees nave made 11
green initiative for the Granite City. proximity with their noisy hurr

Sites were chosen, six-figure grants applied neighbours - until now,
for, and schoolchildren were roped in to help The £320,000 Tullos Hill tree proj
with planting the 200,000-plus saplings that is part of the second phase of tr
would be of such benefit to all.,, apart from one planting across Aberdeen. The fi
group of residents whose health is about to be  phase, completed in the summer
very seriously affected by the trees. . 2010, saw 120,000 trees planted acr
'he roe deer of Tullos Hill were never con- eight sites in the city.
sulted about moves to plant 80,000 of these ~ Riound 90 acres of the 140-acre |
saplings right across their natural habitat. What, have been earmarked for planti
is more, they remain blissfully unawsre that made up of native broadleaf spee
most of them are to be shdt to make way for the such as rowan, hazel wych elm a
new forest.Thé dawning harror that blood will - birch ‘mixed in with conifers inclt
be spilled in order to achieve the diibious ing Scots pine, larch and sor
greening of a much-loved beauty spot Norway spruce.
-has sparked public uproar. Preparatory work is already und

With D-Day drawing near, some N 3
environmental campaigners who magggghggéﬂlgglggg&g}:}eggxgg;
mmight ordinarily have supported deer-proof fencing, but an intran,
‘the tree-growing initiative have b il insists th. ite t
vowed to. do everything they can to S0 counell insists that despite t;
prevent bloodshed - even if that ﬁgyefféxggs most of the deer will st
rlgs;ll?sslnsaf:;?dir;g In the way of the Pete Leonard, director of housi
Unwittingly, & herd of 29 deet is and environment, insisted the fiv
_threatening to turn the.council's . %’ﬁg‘%:tn \ﬁ:gxgv;nﬁgz;xap:&%ﬁ
- ¢oup into a PR disaster. Shooting take lacgnext n%onth Y
deer has never been a huge vote- o lf ining the rations :
winner and, as soon as the first shot sch)felx)naémlllzgsa?; E%\Egglﬁi?fh;g%g
is fired, protesters including animal marvell’ous vanta, e points };n 4 tt
rights activists have vowed to spring dlands h % p designed ¢
into action and disrupt the el - poodlands have been eslgned ¢
< John Robins, of Animal Concern, @b the sweeping vistas across tr
‘| .. sald: “There is very likely going to be m%'h?;lcé)t;gﬁiieau;%]_ b&%ﬁﬁf"gd'n
\ ‘a protest on the ground when the italiss tha 1o, broje T K
~ culling starts: I would expect some I6Vitalise the lan Scape of Tullos
Will camp out overnight on the hillto ~ PUb 8lso help promote jts wildlife an

iohts ¥ archaeological significance.’
"s't‘%rkjlgglgrggo%énogf people who are _ Chris Piper, the chartered foreste
very upset about-thisi'A Tree For WhO is overseeing the Droject ¢
Bvery Citizen sounds great but most  Pehalf otf Aberdﬁaen C;’ﬁyigouncﬂ, tol
citizens are saying: “I don’t want ry & recent council committee mestin
tree if it means killing the dees” that the deer cull would eventuall
‘There is absolutely no need to kill’ h;’{lp W‘.lg,]'}% thgve zg‘the SptOt}u‘ .
-these animals. They ‘¢an plant a-. £ ihe momeaers © natural par
woodland -without killing the deet. = Of the woodland ecolo L e ar
- This is an extraordinary waste of ~80xioustorecreate ahabitat for dee;
public money, to kill wild animals to’ _Squirrels, birds, bats and the ful
create habitat for themn.’ . - ‘spectrum of woodland wildlife.” -
. An exact start date for the cull has _The council says guidance fron
yet to be announced, but anti-cull SCOttish Natural Heritage se’
campaigner Suzanne Kelly said: ‘We Sustainable management of dee:
* will stay for as long as it takes, numbers at eight per 250 acres, That
.1 know there are animal rights . means barely five deer are likely tc
‘beople who say they are prepared to- SUrvive the cull on 140-acre Tillos
stand in‘front of the gunmen, but we Hill. *
-would. urge everyone to behave

A council spokesman said: ‘Tt s
not council policy to completely
eradicate deer on Tullos Hill, rather
: “’ : v L to reldéwe .t?ghcu(frent I:rel}ﬁly higlz
- ' i ¥ population o e deer which is np

W@ d“n i Wﬂﬂt E@ sustainable in terms of the animals’
- . X own welfare and would also cause

~Seeany deaths, il bR Vs
dee! ﬂn‘ h“man' nog thé%z?l&ytﬁ%egfteiostheetreggys?xlﬁ

vival. When the council last attempted
to plant a forest on Tullos Hill, the
project was handled 5o badly that it
was told to repay £43,831.90 from a
Forestry Commission grant.
sy O 4 ; > A report compiled in November
. Widanimals contentious, but there  53gg by the comumission’s own Forest
are strong claims that, Tullos Hill is Research agency found the scheme
.An entitely inappropriate site to  fugocipn because the saplings were
‘Create an artificial forest. After all,  ehoked by competition from weeds
Clenttimes, trees havenever  on 3 wa s ‘inadequately protected’
from browsing by deer,
1ge that have proyed a flop, The report criticised project man-
"This séragey ridge of rough BIOUDd  agers for using 3ft-long plastic tuhos
sommands affection due to itS o surroynd the saplings instead of
magnificent panoramic views across the recommended 4ft tubing.
Aberdeen. On a clear day, one can see The report also warned: ‘It is note-
for miles, from the pristine beaches of worthy that the establishment of
Balmeqle to the north to the distant large mature trees on many paits of
Grampian hills out west, A'SHINOrth  Tytios 1 is unlikely. The rootable
SSea breéze whips over the top most  material is unlikely to be able to pro-
days. . . . vide adequate anchorage, increasing
Known locally as one of the the rigk of wind throw, especially
Gramps’ or low peaks circling the given the exposed coastal location.’

’,blreﬂs’ponslb_ly‘ We don’t ‘Wwant any
- deaths, deer or human,’ .
Not only:is the shooting of these

¢

south of the city, Tullos Hill's
strategic importance was evident to
the earliest settlers and the summit
boasts a number of Bronze Age burial
cairns. . : .

In more recent times, Tullos Hill
Wwas used as the main council rubbish
tip, and a large proportion of the
city's household waste from the 19405
to the 1990s is buried beneath its
surface, | . o

Bounded on two sites by large
trading estates largely devoted to the
oil and gas industry, the hill is a tiny

. oasis above the racket of modern

industry. And it is here that a small

So, even if the trees reach maturity,
many will probably blow down in the
first big storm. Despite this, the
report coneluded that it should not
stop the council from trying again to
plant trees, as long as there is
adequate protection from weeds
and deer. ’

The Scottish Government, is footing
most of the bill for the latest attempt
with a £214,000 grant from its
Scotland Rural Development
Programme,

Now it seems the council, deter-
mined not to fail again, has gone for
the nuclear option - shooting up to
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